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Study on the transition of plastering construction systems from the Meiji Era

Ko SUZUKI
synopsis

Plasterer's works are, nowadays, recognized as an important traditional construction system in architectural field. However,
the hibliographic research for the transition of the plasterer's works from former period is hardly recognized.

In this study, a lot of previous documents and other information regarding the plasterer's works mainly from the Meiji Era
are collected. And then the transition of the plasterer's works is explained by researching the differences of the plastering con-
struction system, materials, also method of construction and terminology at presence and former period.

The elusive contents of the investigated documents were re-written as easy-to-read calligraphic style. The re-written
parts of the documents were explained with the ruby namely dot above the each word.

A part of the original documents including the technical terms for plastering work was deciphered and re-written in the
modern style as the transcription. The plastering construction system and its actual situations in those days are confirmed by
the original documents.

Based on the author’s experience in the plastering work and the transcription of the documents, the applicable specification
to the plastering method and construction work at present time is suggested.

The distinctive feature of this study is that the “ruby” characters are added to the contents of the documents. As well, those
technical terms that are not widely used at the present time are indicated in a glossary so that the contents can be read more
easily.

This thesis consists of the following chapters, Chapter 1 : buckground, purpose of the study and analysis method of the doc-
uments, Chapter 2 : investigations concerning the characteristic materials and works in plastering for storehouse with thick
plastering walls at the ages from Edo Era to the middle of Meiji Era, Chapter 3 : clarification of the existence as for the specifi-
cation of plastering works, regulation and duty for plasterers, and their ranking to one's skillfulness, on the base of certain pub-
lication by the Plasterers Association in Tokyo at the age of Meiji Era, Chapter 4 : Referring to “Plastering Plaing & Decora-
tive” by Miller and William, translated in Japanese, clarification of the transition of the age from the Meiji Restoration to the
Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, concerning western-style plastering decorative system, and cement mortar rendering-coat
work of walls for large-building, which was not yet explicated sufficiently on the engineering publications until now in Japan,
Chapter 5 : clarification of the specification of plastering work at the age of Taisho Era, investigating “Architectural Standard
Specification on Plastering Work”, enactment by Architectural Institute of Japan, in 1923, Chapter 6 : clarification of various ex-

terior wall finishes to the support surface of concrete structure, developed and became growth during from the Great Earth-
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quake Kanto in 1923 until the World War II, Chapter 7 : clarification of the difference of plastering construction systems be-

tween “JASS 15 plastering work” published by AlJ after the end of the World War II in Japan and the same work of plastering

systems at the age of Taisho Era, avant-guerre and also aprés-guerre during Showa Era, and here, additional description, the

transition of gypsum plaster clarified, analyzing the Specification JASS 15 and JIS Stanndard, Chapter 8 : clarification of the dif-

ference of plastering works using metal lath reinforced mortar rendering on exterior wall between the real execution nowadays

and the execution by JASS 15 in 2007 determined, Chapter 9 : conclusions of this study.

The objective of this study is to make clear the transition of plastering construction system with the change of the times

since Meiji Era, and then the relation between the plastering construction systems in each period and the current specifica-

tions including JASS 15 is clarified.
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